Complete Guide to Shipping from China to the USA 
Introduction 


This guide by DDPCH explains the entire process of shipping from China to the USA, including 
customs procedures, shipping methods, and logistics services. It answers frequently asked 
questions about costs, transit times, and processes to ensure a seamless shipping experience. 


Customs Procedures 
1. Customs Clearance in the USA 


Customs clearance is an essential part of the import process, involving document verification and 
payment of duties. Collaborating with a customs broker simplifies the process. 


2. Required Documents 


e Customs Invoice: Contains details such as shipper information, goods description, weight, 
and pricing. 


e Packing List: Provides details about the number of packages, packaging type, and total 
weight. 


e Bill of Lading: Acts as proof of the shipping contract and a description of goods. 


e Customs Bond: Mandatory for shipments over $2,500, ensuring payment of duties and 
compliance with regulations. 


3. Import Licenses 


Most goods do not require licenses, but specific items (e.g., alcohol, firearms) may need approval 
from agencies like the FDA or TTB. 


4. Duties and Tariffs 
e Customs Duties: Applied to shipments valued over $800, averaging 3%. 


e Other Fees: Includes Excise Tax, Merchandise Processing Fee (MPF), and Harbor 
Maintenance Fee (HMF). 


5. Restricted Items 


Prohibited imports include drugs, specific firearms, counterfeit goods, and certain plants or animal 
products. 


Shipping Methods 

1. Air Freight 
e Best for shipments between 45-5000 kg. 
e Transit time: 1-4 days. 


e Cost factors: weight, volume, and route. 


e Major hubs: Los Angeles, New York, Chicago. 
2. Sea Freight 
e Ideal for large shipments (70% of China-US trade). 
e Options: 
o FCL (Full Container Load): Exclusive container use, cost-effective for >15 CBM. 


o LCL(Less than Container Load): Shared container space for smaller shipments 
(<15 CBM). 


e Major ports: Los Angeles, New York, Savannah. 
3. Door-to-Door Shipping (DDP) 

e Perfect for clients unable to manage customs clearance. 

e DDPCH handles everything from pickup in China to delivery in the USA. 
4. Express Courier Services 

e Fastest option (under 5 days). 

e Suitable for small, high-value shipments. 

e Partnerships with FedEx, UPS, and DHL offer significant cost savings. 


This guide provides all the essential information for shipping from China to the USA. For further 
details, contact the DDPCH as a freight forwarder in China team. 


